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Mid-tier players make the most efficient employers 

    Company 
 

2014 headcount Sales ($m) Sales/employee ($m) 

Gilead Sciences 7,000 24,474.0 3.50 

Celgene 6,012 7,563.8 1.26 

Shire 5,016 5,830.4 1.16 

Biogen 7,550 8,203.4 1.09 

Amgen 17,900 19,327.0 1.08 

Alexion 2,273 2,233.7 0.98 

Pfizer 78,300 48,648.0 0.62 

Actavis 21,600 13,062.3 0.60 

Merck & Co 70,000 42,237.0 0.60 

Johnson & Johnson 126,500 74,331.0 0.59 

A
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Speciality “hirers” and firers 

   Company 
 

Staff added  2014 headcount 

Bayer 5,700 118,900 

Baxter  5,000 66,000 

Mylan 5,000 25,000 

Novo Nordisk 3,014 41,450 

Actavis 2,400 21,600 

Celgene 912 6,012 

Gilead Sciences 900 7,000 

Biogen 700 7,550 

Regeneron  585 2,925 

Alexion  499 2,273 

http://epvantage.com/Universal/View.aspx?type=Story&id=576362&isEPVantage=yes
http://epvantage.com/Universal/View.aspx?type=Story&id=576362&isEPVantage=yes


 

 3 Copyright © 2015 Evaluate Ltd. and EP Vantage. All rights reserved. 
 

   Company 
 

Staff added  2014 headcount 

Baxter 16,300 66,000 

Actavis 15,770 21,600 

Valeant 15,509 16,800 

Novo Nordisk 12,121 41,450 

Bayer 10,500 118,900 

Mylan 9,500 25,000 

Teva 7,911 43,000 

Celgene 3,199 6,012 

Gilead Sciences 3,148 7,000 

Biogen 2,800 7,550 
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   Company 
 

Staff added  2014 headcount 

Teva 29,187 43,000 

Bayer 27,200 118,900 

Mylan 22,000 25,000 

Novo Nordisk 21,165 41,450 

Baxter 18,000 66,000 

Actavis 17,749 21,600 

Valeant 14,509 16,800 

Gilead Sciences 5,346 7,000 

Celgene 5,246 6,012 

Amgen 3,500 17,900 
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Non-big pharma employee numbers 

 

 

Big beasts 

http://epvantage.com/Universal/View.aspx?type=Story&id=514450&isEPVantage=yes
http://epvantage.com/Universal/View.aspx?type=Story&id=514450&isEPVantage=yes
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Big Pharma employee numbers 

  No of employees at year end  Change in employee count 
 

% change 

  2004 2009 2014 
 

2013-14 2009-14 2004-14 
 

2013-14 2009-14 2004-14 

Novartis 81,392 99,834 133,413 
 

-2,283 33,579 52,021 
 

-2% 34% 64% 

Johnson & Johnson 109,900 115,000 126,500 
 

-1,600 11,500 16,600 
 

-1% 10% 15% 

Sanofi 96,439 104,867 113,496 
 

1,368 8,629 17,057 
 

1% 8% 18% 

GlaxoSmithKline 100,019 99,913 97,921 
 

-1,530 -1,992 -2,098 
 

-2% -2% -2% 

Roche 64,594 81,507 88,509 
 

3,429 7,002 23,915 
 

4% 9% 37% 

Pfizer 115,000 116,500 78,300 
 

600 -38,200 -36,700 
 

1% -33% -32% 

Merck & Co 62,600 100,000 70,000 
 

-6,000 -30,000 7,400 
 

-8% -30% 12% 

AstraZeneca 64,200 62,700 57,500 
 

6,000 -5,200 -6,700 
 

12% -8% -10% 

Eli Lilly 44,500 40,360 39,135 
 

1,210 -1,225 -5,365 
 

3% -3% -12% 

AbbVie – – 26,000 
 

1,000 – – 
 

4% – – 

Bristol-Myers Squibb 43,000 28,000 25,000   -3,000 -3,000 -18,000   -11% -11% -42% 
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Evaluate – Headquarters – Evaluate Ltd, 11-29 Fashion Street, London E1 6PX United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7377 0800 – Fax: +44 (0)20 7539 1801  

Evaluate – North America – EvaluatePharma USA, Inc., 15 Broad Street, Suite 401, Boston, MA 02109 USA 
Tel: 1-617 573-9450 – Fax: 1-617 573-9542 

Evaluate – Japan – EvaluatePharma Japan KK, Tokyo, Japan 
Tel: +81 (0) 80 1164 4754 

 www.evaluategroup.com 

This content is written, edited and published by EP Vantage and is distributed by Evaluate Ltd. All queries regarding the content should be directed to: 
news@epvantage.com. EP Vantage is a unique, forward-looking, news analysis service tailored to the needs of pharma and finance professionals. EP Vantage 
focuses on the events that will define the future of companies, products and therapy areas, with detailed financial analysis of events in real-time, including 
regulatory decisions, product approvals, licensing deals, patent decisions, M&A. Drawing on Evaluate, an industry-leading database of actual and forecast product 
sales and financials, EP Vantage gives readers the insight to make value-enhancing decisions. 
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